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described as clericus noster in 1225. (Rot. Lit. Claus. ii. 53.) In
1242 he was given the custody of the Great Seal under Ralph
Neville, the chancellor. (C.P.R. i. 290.) After the death of
Neville until his own election to Carlisle, he acted as chancellor.
(Dibben, c Chancellors and Keepers of the Seal in the reign of
Henry III % in Eng. Hist. Rev.)
Walter Kirkham, Durham, 5 Dec. 1249-9 Aug. 1260. With
Walter de Brackley in charge of the Wardrobe from 1223 to
c. 15 Aug. 1231. Alone responsible from 17 May 1234 to
27 Aug. 1236. (Tout, Administrative History', i. 192, 244 and
note.)
M. Laurence of St. Martin, Rochester, f) April 1251-3 June 1274.
An Englishman; comes familiaris of William of Valence. (Matt.
Paris, Hist. Anglorum^ ii. 427; iii. 87 ; Chron. Maj. iv. 294.)
In 1244 Matthew Paris notes that he became a royal councillor,
and was put in charge of the king's ecclesiastical affairs. He acted
for the king at the Papal Curia, and also did other diplomatic
work. (Chron. Maj. iv. 294,412; cf. C.P.R. i. 409,446,454,
468; ibid. ii. 42, 79, 80; Cat. Papal Letters^ i. 227, 267,)
Henry Lexington, Lincoln, 17 May 1254-8 Aug. 1258. Younger
brother of John of Lexington, mihs^ Steward of the Household,
and a custodian of the Great Seal. (Chron. Maj. v. 384 ; Foss,
Judges^ ii. 383-7; Tout, Administrative History^ i. 281 j
D.N.E.) See below, p. 19.8.
M- Thomas Vipont, Carlisle, 7 Feb. i255~Oct. 1256. Probably
connected with the baronial house of Vipont, powerful in the
north, where its members did much administrative work for the
Crown, (7.C.H.y Cumberland^ ii. 27.) See below, pp. 196,199.
M. William Kilkenny, Ely, 15 Aug. 1225-22 Sept. 1256. Did
various business as king's clerk from 1234, including negotiations
as king's proctor in the disputed election to Norwich in 1236-8.
Controller of the Wardrobe in Dec. 1249, and at least up to
27 Oct. 1252. He kept the Great Seal of the Exchequer con-
tinuously from 1250 or 1251 to 1255, being often called chan-
cellor. During Henry Ill's absence in Gascony from Aug. 1253
to Dec. 1254, he, with Richard of Cornwall, was the actual head
of the administration. (Dibben, op. cit., p. 46 ; Tout, Adminis-
trative History, i. 228-9, 292.)
M. Roger Longespee, Coventry and Lichfield, 10 March 1258-
6 Dec. 1295, Natural son of William of Longespee, Earl of
Salisbury (r. 1212-50), nephew of King Henry III and Richard of
Cornwall.